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SOCIETY TO DAY AND TOMORROW

( Readings in Social Science )
Edited by ‘

Elgin F. Hunt and Jules Karlin

The earth is the very quintessence of the
human conditiop, and earthly nature, for

all we know, may be unique in the universe in
providing human beings with a habitat in
~which they can move and breathe sithout
effort and without artifice. The human artifice
of the world separates human existence from
all mere animal environment, but life itself is
outside this artificial world, and through life
man remains related to all other living or-
-ganisms. For some time now, a great many
scientific endeavours have been directed toward
‘making life also ““artificial”’, toward ¢ ..ting the
dost tie through which even man belongs among

ighe children of nature. Itis the same desire to

“gscape from imprisonment to the carth thatis

‘ﬁanifcst in the attempt to create life in the test

Rube, in the desire to mix “frozen germ plasm
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from people of demonstrated ability under the
microscope to produce superior human beings™
and to “alter their size, shape and functions’s;
and the wish to escape the human condition also
underlies the hope to extend man’s life-span far
beyond the hundred-year limit.

“This future m n, whom tie scientists tell us,
they will produce in no more than a hundred
years. seems to be possessed by a rebellion
against human existence as it has been given a
free gift from nowhere ( secularly speaking ),
vwhich he wishes to exchange, as it were, for
something he has made himself. There is no
reason to doubt our abilities to accomplish such
an exchange, just as there is no reason to doubt
our present ability to destroy all organic life on
earth. The question 1s only whether we wish
to use our new scientific and technical know-
ledge in this direction.

“The modern age is not the same as the
modern world. Scientifically, the modern age
which began in-the seventeenth century came
to an end at the beginning of the tweatieth cen-
tury; poliucally, the modern world, in which
we live today, was born with the first atomic

explosions.”
—Hannah Arendt
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Prologue to “The Shape of the Future’
“We can draw now thc bony skeleton of any
industrial society in the year, 2000. It may be
a world socicty or a city State; it may liveina
settled peace or- still under the threat of war;
it may be democratic or totalitarian. Whatever
it is, I beleive that life in it will have certa «
large features. e cannot escape the large
bony features : atomic energy, biological cont-
rol, automation. But the body of societv is not
all bore; a cood many different bodies clotlc
that skeleton.

— 7. Bronousit

Planning for the year 2,000. I bid—“Nor
given the prevalence of physical poverty in the
backward nations and of phychological poverty
in all nations. is the pre-eminence of materialis-
tic drives and goals to be wondered at. In
sum, today as in the past, the half educated, half
emancipated state of human society assures that
there will be along continuation of the violence,
e instability, the blatant injustice, which e
the most grievous aspects of the human tragedy.
This is the true heritage of the human condition,
and its bitter tragedy.

“To arise these dark thoughts is not to
sermonize that man is “wicked” or to avoid the

Fz<r ] [ t¥2



conclusion that some men are much more
guilty than others. Neither is it to maintain
that there is no hope for a betterment of the
human condition. On the contrary, there is to-
day a greater long-term prospect for such better-
ment than humanity has ever known before.”

Robert L. Heibroner —The Heritage of

The Human Condition
Mahatma (8 Volumes)
b

D.G. Tanulkar

The new dimensions of peace : Chester
Bowles — Gandhi announced that on March 12,
1930, he would leave his ashram at Ahmadabad
and march two hundred miles to the Seaat
Dandi, where regardless of British law, he would
make salt. Then, said Nehru, “Salt suddenly
became a mysteriovs word, a vword of power.”

X x bé

In 1947, when the British decided to quit
India, it was hard not to conclude that this
little man weighing scarcly 110 pornds, armed
only with a tall walking stick and the weapon
of Satyagraha, was in large measure respon-
sible. Nor was there any doubt that the friend-
ship between India and Britain, on which a
reconstituted Commonwealth was based, owed

¥R ] [ a9 o= fgama

much of its foundation to the weapons with
which Gandhi had carried on the struggle.

Yet, despite this extraordinary success,
Gandhi was far away from the scene of celebra-
tion on Independence Day, August 13, 1947,
spending his time instead in fasting, spinning
and in prayer. For him the partition of India,
and the terrible fratricidal riots which succeded
it, had meant failure. “Vivisect me, but not
India” he had cried. ‘

On January 30. 1948, ten days after Lic had
b:oken his fast, he was shot three time: and
Killed while walking unguarded to hi. vcgular
prayer meeing. Despite threats from fanatic
Hindus. and a bomb thrown at him a feuw davs
before. he had refused police protection.
when Gandhi’s ashes were emptied seavvd into
thie Ganges, 1more than four million people were
gathered there on the river bank. Some say
more human beings assembled on that dav than
on any other occasion in history. ‘lle king’s
representative in he United Nations, in mourn-
ing the death of “the friend of the poorest and
the loneliest and the lost”, predicted thar Gand-
f1's “oreatest achievements...are still to come.”
General Mac Arthur, then the Supreme Allied
Military Commander in Japan said, ~In the
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evolution of civilisation, if it is to survive, all
men cannot fail eventually to adopt Gandhi’s
belief that the process of mass application of
force to resolve contentious issues is funtaiaeo-
tally not only wicig but contains witnd : 1scif
ihe germs of sell-destruction,
[t may be argued that Gandhi ¢ creiced
ower inore succe-sfully, with more 1asting cffccts,
than anv of his revolutionary contemporaric..
d he ned stake cut the best and most complete
revolution the (v entieth century had :een
\as it 1o much (o hope that in the age of tle
lydrogen bomli,  Gandhi’s revolution might
i.ecome the model for the remaining revolutions

in the century 7
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